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th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 96 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

i
1980 Republican National
Convention Platform

i SPEECH OF phi!os(;)phy, the new President and the
HON. HOWARD H. BAKER, JR. o oo o e that i aced

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Thursday, July 31, 1980

Mr. BAKER. Mr. President, as our
Democratic colleagues prepare to travel
to New York City in a few days for their
party's national convention, we on this
side of the aisle wish them well and hope
they are as cordially received by the
people of that great city as we were by
the great people of the great city of
Detroit. .

And we also extend to them our best
wishes for a successful convention. For
they shall surely need as successful a
Democratic Convention as has ever oc-
curred if they hope to even be competi-
tive with our Republican candidates on
November 4.

In that regard, Mr. President, we
would now like to submit for our Demo-
cratic colleagues’ edification the text
of the platform adopted by the Republi-
can Convention some 2 weeks ago.

This document, so resoundingly ap-
proved by the Republican delegates, es-
tablishes a broad frame of reference—
a groundwork, if you will-—of Republican
philosophy that will lead our party and
our Nation into the 1980's.

From the foundation of this platform,
our splendid nominee for President
Ronald Reagan, and his most worthy
running mate, George Bush, will most
assuredly advance to victory.

From this broad spectrum of our basic
beliefs, distinguished Republican men
and women across this country will most
assuredly gain control of the Congress.

And from this bedrock of Republican
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make America great again.

In a few moments, several of my col-
leagues from this side of the aisle will
note for the Senate many of the high-
lights of the Republican platform. In
anticipation of their presentations, I will
make mention of only one specific item
contained in the document—that being
the restatement of Republican support
for the concept of revenue sharing. By
that statement. we have let the American
people know which party is serious about
improving Government services and
checking the spread of Federal inter-
vention into their lives.

Before concluding my remarks, Mr.
President, I would be most remiss if 1
did not take note of the enormous con-
tributions several of my Republican col-
leagues made in formulating the Repub-
lican platform and in insuring the suc-
cess of our convention.

First and foremost, I must applaud the
distinguished Senator from Texas (Mr.
Tower) for his absolutely magnificent
performance as chairman of the plat-
form committee. His patience and di-
rection molded weeks of testimony,
thousands of words, and considerably
divergent viewpoints and positions into
the platform document. Its overwhelm-
ing adoption is testimony to the skill and
leadership of JouN TOWER.

Mr. TOWER. Mr. President, I express
my thanks to my distinguished leader,
Senator BaKEeR, for his very kind words
about my work in connection with the
platform committee. I must say, how-
ever, that credit goes to a number of peo-
ple who were determined to work in a
spirit of harmony to reach not only for
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equipment, realistic, challenging training,
and greater full-time support must be made
available. We must ensure that al} Americans
take note of the proud and vital role played
by the Reserve and National Guard compo-
nents of the Armed Forces of the United
States.

Readiness and industrial preparedness

History records that readiness for war is
the surest means of preventing it. Lack of
preparedness is the most dangerously provoc-
ative course we can take. Yet funding re-
quests for sufficlent fuel, spare parts, ammu-
nition, and supplies for U.S. war reserves
have been cut each year for the past four
vears from the minimum quantities the
armed services have stated they need. This
has left the U.S. Armed Forces at their lowest
state of preparedness since 1950, seriously
compromising their ability to sustain a mili-
tary conflict.

Crippling shortages of spare parts, fuel,
and ammunition compromise the ability of
the armed forces to sustain a major military
conflict. Some critical types of ammunition
could not support combat operations for
more than a week although we are com-
mitted to holding a 980-day inventory of
major ammunition types. In addition, criti-
cal facilities such as airfields, ammunition
depots, maintenance installations, end liv-
ing quarters for our troops are in serlous
disrepair. The backlog of deferred mainte-
nance and the underfunded purchase of vital
combat consumables is so vast that years
of effort will be required to rebuild U.S.
forces to the required level of readiness.

The problem of maintaining the day-to-day
combat readiness of the U.S. Armed Forces is
compounded by the reduced ability of Ameri-
can industry to respond to wartime con-
tingencles. Reduced sacquisition of equip-
ment for the modernization of the armed
forces and the Carter Administration’s
failure to maintain combat readiness have
eroded the incentive of American industry
to maintain capacity adequate to potential
defense requirements.

Republicans pledge to make the combat
readiness of U.S. Armed Forces and the pre-
paredness of the industrial base to a top
priority.

Research and development

Research and Development (R & D) pro-
vides a critical means by which our nation
can cope with threats to our security. In the
past, the United States’ qualitative and
technologica! superlority provided a founda-
tion for our military superiority. Yet we are
now on the verge of losing this advantage 1o
the Soviet Union because of Mr. Carter's op-
position to real increases in the R & D effort.
Delays imposed on the R & D process now al-
low seven to 10 years or more to elapse be-
tween the time when a new weapon system
is proposed and when it becomes available.

The Soviet Union now invests nearly twice
8s much in military research and develop-

ment as does the United States. This dis-
parity in effort threatens American tech-
nological superfority in the mid-1980s and
could result in Soviet breakthroughs in ad-
vanced weapon systems.

Republicans pledge to revitalize Amerlca’s
military research and development efforts,
from basic research through the deployment
of weapons and support systems, to assure
that our vital security needs will be met for
the balance of the century. We will seek in-
creased funding to guarantee American
superlority in this critical area and to en-
able us to deal with possible breakthroughs
in anti-missile defense, anti-satellite killers,
directed energy systems, and the military
and civilian exploitation of space.

America’s technological advantage has al-
ways depended upon its interaction with our
civilian science and technology sector. The
economic policy of the Carter Administra-
tion has severely encumbered private re-
search and development efforts, thereby de-
priving both our civil and military sectors
of the frults of scientific innovation.

Underfunding of beneficial government-
sponsored research efforts in basic and ap-
plied scientific research has disrupted the
benefits of vears of effective effort. In par-
ticular, America’s preeminence in the ex-
ploration of space is threatened by the
failure of the Carter Administration to fund
fully the Space Shuttle program (with its
acknowledged benefits for both the civil and
military applications) as well as advanced
exploration programs. Republicans pledge
to support a vigorous space research pro-
gram.

Management and organization

The Republican Party pledges to re-
form the defense programming and budget-
Ing management system established by the
Carter Administration. The ill-informed,
capricious intrusions of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget and the Department of
Defense Office of Program Analysis and Eval-
uation have brought defense planning full
circle to the worst faults of the McNamara
vears. Orderly planning by the military serv-
ices has become impossible. Waste, ineffi-
clency, and paralysis have been the hall-
marks of Carter Administration defense
Planning and budgeting. This has resulted
in huge cost overruns and in protracted de-
lays in placing advanced systems in the field.

National intelligence

At a time of increasing danger, the U.S.
intelligence community has lost much of its
ability to supply the President, sentor US.
officials, and the Congress with accurate and
timely analyses concerning ‘fundamental
threats to our nation's security. Morale and
public confidence have been eroded and
American citizens and friendly foreign intel-
ligence services have become increasingly
reluctant to cooperate with U.S. agencies. As
a result of such problems. the U.S. intel-
ligence community has incorrectly assessed
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critical foreign developments, as in Iran, and
has, above all, underestimated the stze and

purpose of the Sovlet
forts.

We belleve that a
sensus has emerged on

Union's military ef-

strong national con-
the need to make our

intelligence community a reliable and pro-

ductive instrument of
again. In pursuing tts

national policy once
objectives, the Soviet

Union and its surrogates operate by a far
different set of rules than does the United
Qtates. We do not favor countering their

the United States requ
ment of the threats

efforts by mirroring their tactics. However,

ires a realistic assess-

Tt faces, and [t must

world. Republicans pledge this Tor the United

States.

j Tave the best intelligence capability in the

A Republican Administration will seek to

'x‘ tmprove U.S. intelligence capabilities for

technical and clandest

ine collection, cogent

analysis, coordinated counterintelllgence.

! anid covert action.

& will reestablish the President’s Foreign

Intelligence Advisory B
Carter Administration,
partisan body of distin

oard, abolished by the
as 4 permanent non-
guished Amerticans to

perform a constant audit of national intelli-
geuce research and performance. We wi
. propose methods of grovldlng altern in-

tmrrP:rESﬂfnaEes in r to improve-
quallty orthe estimates by constructive com-

petition”

order to improve-the

““RepuBlicans will undertake an urgent ef-
fort to rebuild the intelligence agencles, and
to give full support to their knowledgeable
and dedlcated staffs. We will propose legis-
lation to enable intelligence officers and
their agents to operate safely and efficiently

abroad.

We will supporf: legislation to invoke criml-

nal sanctions against

anyone who discloses

the tdentities of U.S. intelligence officers
abroad or who makes unauthorized disclos-
ures of U.S. intelligence sources and methods.

Wwe will support ame

ndments to the Free-

dom of Information Act and the Privacy Act
to permit meaningful background checks
on individuals belng considered for sensitive

We will provide our
capability to help in
events vital to our na

positions and to reduce costly and capricious
requests to the intelligence agencies.

government with the
Auence international
tional security inter-

f ests, a capability which only the United

States among the major powers has denied

itself.

A Republican Adminlstration wiil seek
adequate safeguards to ensure that past

abuses will not recur,

but we will seek the

repeal of ill-considered restrictlons spon-

sored by Democrats, W

hich have debilitated

U.S. intelligence capablilities while easing the
intelligence collection and subversion efforts

of our adversaries.

Terrorism

In the decade of the
nations were shaken
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seventies, all civilized
by & wave of wide-

spread, {nternational terrorist attacks. Time
and again, nations and individusls have
been subjected to extortion and murder at
the hands of extremists who reject the rule
of law, civil order, and the sanctity of in-
dividusl human rights. Terrorism has been
elevated to the level of overt national policy
as authorities in Iran, encouraged by the
Soviet Union, have held 53 Americans cap-
tive for more than eight months. Compre-
hensive support of international terrorist
organizations nas been a central, though
generally covert, element of Soviet foreign
policy.

Republicans believe that this tragic his-
tory contalns lessons that must serve a8 the
basis for a determined internatlonal effort
to end this era of terrorism. We believe that
certain principles have emerged from inci-
dents in which states have defeated terrorist
attacks, and we belleve the United States
should take the lead in & multilateral drive
to ellminate the terrorist threat. A first re-
quirement is the establishment of & military
capabllity to deal promptlv and effectively
with any terrorist acts. We cannot afford, as
{n the abortive Iranian rescue mission, to
allow months to pass while we prepare
responses.

The United States must provide the lead-
ership to forge an {nternational consensus
that firmness and refusal to concede are
ultimately the only effective deterrents to
terrorism. The United States should take
the lead in combating international terror-
{sm. We must recognize and be prepared to
deal with the reallty of expanded Soviet
sponsorship of international terrorist
movements. Development of an effective
anti-terrorist military capabllity and estab-
lishment of & Congressional and Executive
capabllity to oversee our Internal security
efforts will no longer be neglected.

The role of arms control in defense policy

The Republican approach to arms con-
trol has been markedly different from that
of the Democratic Party. It has been based
on three fundamental premlises:

First, before arms control negotlations may
be undertaken, the gsecurity of the United
States must be assured by the funding and
deployment of strong military forces suffi-
clent to deter conflict at any level or to
prevail In battle should aggression occur.

Second, negotiations must be conducted
on the basls of strict reciprocity of benefits—
unilateral restraint by the U.S. has falled
to bring reductions by the Soviet Union; and

Third, arms control negotiations, once en-
tered, represent an important political and
military undertaking that cannot be divorced
from the broader political and military be-
havior of the parties.

A Republican Administration will pursue
arms control solely on the principles out-
lined above.

During the past three and one-half years,
the Carter Administration’s policy has been



